
 
MINUTES 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY METROPOLITAN COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 23, 2018 
 

 
The regular meeting commenced at 3:00 p.m. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Barthelme, 
Commissioners Fairfax, Gaskin, Russell (B), Russell (J), and Oliver.  Staff in attendance included 
Erichsen, Engleson, Fehn, Sullivan, Shick, Pelham, Hogan, Reynolds, Parsons, Harding (S), Harding 
(R), Thomas, and Comeau-Stanley.  Others Present: Chris Beaver (MetCom Legal Counsel) and Guy 
Leonard (County Times Newspaper). 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Vice-Chairman Barthelme greeted everyone in attendance and performed a review of the agenda, 
noting that New Business Items No. 1 & 2 would be deferred until the next meeting.   Commissioner 
Russell moved to approve the agenda, as amended.  Commissioner Fairfax seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0.   
 
PROCLAMATION – National Water Quality Month 
 
With several members of the water division and laboratory present, Commissioner Russell read aloud 
the Proclamation, declaring August 2018 as St. Mary’s County National Water Quality Month to 
bring awareness to young people, their families and surrounding communities.   
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – Regular Session – July 26, 2018 
 
Commissioner Gaskin moved to approve the July 26, 2018 Regular Session meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Fairfax seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
  
1. Fiscal Standard Report – June & July 2018 
2. Engineering Standard Report – June 2018 
3. Operations Standard Report – June 2018 
4. Legal Services Invoices – July 2018 
5. Check Registers – 07/20, 07/31, 08/06 & 08/16 
 
Commissioner Fairfax moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as published.  Commissioner 
Gaskin seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0.    
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
1. Update: Chapter 113 Text Amendments for 2018-19 Legislative Session 

 
Mr. Erichsen performed a brief update on the draft proposed legislation, specifically Chapter 113, for 
the upcoming 2019 Legislative Session, advising that following the Joint Meeting with the 
Commissioners of St. Marys’ County in May, 2018, it was agreed that the upcoming legislative cycle 
would be an administrative clean-up of Chapter 113, without any major policy initiatives for 
consideration. Mr. Erichsen presented a cursory listing of the proposed text amendments being drafted 
by staff, which will be submitted to the delegations bill writing team in September.  Additional details 
related to the timeline and legislative process were explained by Mr. Erichsen. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
3. Marlay-Taylor Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Clarifier Budget Amendment 

 
Mr. Engleson, Acting Chief Engineer, provided the Board with background information on the four 
(4) existing clarifiers at the Marlay-Taylor WWTP, specifically secondary tank No. 1, which is non-
operational since its vertical displacement last year.  Mr. Engleson advised that a third-party evaluation 
was determined to be necessary by staff to determine the cause of the floatation, along with 
recommendations for repair and replacement of the structure.  Mr. Engleson noted that an operating 
budget amendment is necessary to fund the remaining work needed to finalize the evaluation, as the 
work was not completed prior to the end of the fiscal year (June 30, 2018).  However, as a result of 
developer cost share projects in the operating budget that have not moved forward, resulting in the 
availability of funds, staff is able to adjust expenditure line items through a budget amendment to 
facilitate the completion of the work.  
 
Commissioner Fairfax moved to amend the FY 2019 Operating Budget, as recommended by the 
Commission’s Chief Financial Officer, to adjust expenditure line items as follows: (1) Increase 
Engineering line item by $42,419 for the Marlay-Taylor Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 
Clarifier Evaluation and Planning; and (2) Decrease Developer Cost Share line items for Smith 
Fields park by $27,819 and Barristers Landing by $14,600.  This amendment will result in no 
change in Net Income from Service Charges.  Commissioner Russell (B) seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
4. Grinder Pump Purchases 
 
Mr. Sullivan, Chief of Facilities and Operations, advised that as part of the FY 2019 Capital 
Improvement project for Grinder Pump Replacement, up to eighty (80) grinder pump units are slated 
for replacement, as they have been identified as priorities throughout the County. Mr. Sullivan noted 
the number of units presently in inventory and the number required for purchase to accomplish the 
work planned.  Mr. Sullivan performed a review of the bid solicitation, vendor responses and brief 
discussion ensued with Commissioners Fairfax and Russell (B) on vendor quotes, quality of pumps, 
and successful working relationships with vendors. 
 
Commissioner Gaskin moved that the Commission accept and award the procurement of sixty 
(60) Simplex Package Grinder Pump Units to Crane Pumps and Systems, Inc. of Piqua, Ohio, 
for the total price of $131,100.00, as submitted in their quote dated July 31, 2018.  Further, move 
that staff be authorized and directed to sign all documentation relating to this Contract award, 
including but not limited to the contract, contract renewals and all approved changed orders.  
Commissioner Russell (B) seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
5. Sewer Use Regulations (SUR): Matrix Update 
 
Mr. Sullivan directed the Board members to the documents contained in the meeting materials related 
to the Sewer Use Regulations (SUR) and provided historical background regarding the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) regulations under the Code of Federal Regulations, as well as the Code of 
Public Local Laws and Commissioners of St. Mary’s County (CSMC) enacting a Sewer Use 
Ordinance.  Mr. Sullivan noted that the CSMC adopted ordinance language in 1997 stating that the 
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Sewer Use Ordinance of St. Mary’s County would be simultaneously replaced by the proposed 
MetCom SUR.  Mr. Sullivan advised that a revision of the 1997 SUR was drafted in May 2004 and 
has been in use since that time.  However, it is not clear if the revision was formally adopted and staff 
is suggesting that a Resolution be prepared to formally adopt the SUR, with the inclusion of the 
proposed amendments presented in the Matrix presented today, as prepared by Mr. Erichsen and Mr. 
Hogan.   
 
Mr. Sullivan advised that the updated document, currently in draft form, would be submitted to the 
Maryland Department of Environment (MDE) for their review and following receipt of their 
comments, there would be a three (3) week public record period, as well as a public hearing prior to 
formal adoption by the Board, which could occur as early as September 27, 2018.  Discussion ensued 
amongst the Board members and staff on the review process prior to the adoption of the SUR.  Mr.  
Erichsen noted that this is not a legislative change and the resolution process would allow for changes 
to be easily achieved. 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
6. Golf Course Irrigation Standard Operating Procedure 
   
Mr. Sullivan advised that the final draft of the Golf Course Irrigation Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) is included in the meeting materials for the Board’s information, which outlines the use of 
effluent to temporarily irrigate the Breton Bay and Wicomico Shores Golf Courses during drought 
conditions.  Mr. Sullivan provided an overview of the processes, to include requests, temporary MDE 
discharge permit modifications, preparations and execution of effluent supply for irrigation.  Mr. 
Sullivan noted that the treated effluent placed into ponds for use has to meet drinking water standards 
prior to being supplied to the golf courses and further noted that 2012 was the last time that drought 
conditions warranted irrigation.  Brief discussion ensued amongst the group on the practice.  
  
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Vice-Chairman Barthelme advised that the next Commission Meeting is scheduled for September 13, 
2018 and Mr. Erichsen advised that with the upcoming budget cycle, a return to a twice-monthly 
meeting schedule is likely; however, the Board would still evaluate it every month.   
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS TIME 
 
Commissioner Fairfax announced that he is working with Ms. Cullins on the Scholarship Program for 
MetCom Employees and will be talking with her next week, when she returns to the office. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Commissioner Russell moved to go into Executive Session at 3:30 p.m. to discuss personnel 
matters.  Commissioner Gaskin seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 3:50 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Russell moved that staff proceed on the personnel matters, as discussed in 
Executive Session.  Commissioner Fairfax collectively seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0. 
 




